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Lied About
Being Full

T Wy ISHUAR T
- tgood " it o

BRANDON — Antglne aud
Charmnds Meeks say thuy wore de-

nied a room & & Best Western In
Bushinell because thoy ate bl - -

The Touple filed & com {ain
Wednesday Wdi
vision of the [ ﬂg& pon.
eral’'s office. “

CArolyiTH kcks-Marion, & spokes.
waoman for Best Western fnterma-
tional, said the Best Western (g
Bushnell has never had a com-

&lglmu:ﬂ?;h‘ and hires minorities,

The Meekses said the Aug. 16 e
Gdenphappened at the Rest Wess
fn Gaest House Inn al [nfesstate
% and State Road 48 In Bushnell
Hwy had driven from their stbur.
ban Atlanta home to attend thei
d‘“ng on & house in Brandon.
Am:me Meeks suid & ‘cblcrk

Ulm away, sayin L
'Mmom[snhet einn.l‘g’;itdh’
ST Ot of 1 arking lot, he

SN ey ed mcpm were anly &
nm‘u! the parkinglot.
Waee. ! ftave to another Best
Mong 1-75 in Brooksville
4 mom without any
L AU0ing Meeks said. They
tlerk 10 chock on room
wll . * the Best Western iy
o M the clerk told them

= flenry of rooms thero.
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Al e liation acxoss the
streot i Bst Western,

they oSl ST '_’lv:hm: peo-
e fo e laughed or
!h(l\i b8 hix, Antome
Meehsgaih =~

Bud filiis from St
ol bl they would
holp i Il were staying
at the

Anrsesmeryeny and Thom-
as Bar ﬁ went to the
Best
night g
plen e
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Chervay *

’-{;I\ sam
g Gl o them,’
ing o tele-

phondiiis "'l zald then
why Ny ANy YOO
for ong 35"

T Well, we've
wecirical prob

e anapped A
and the man
) another clerk
ind Barnes they
? room for an-
BN AIng there had

n ‘wbout tham

nrder i
Tt
fold Ci
could
uther
been
from Usts.
Hig miton said the
clerk SONNSON of what hap
penedi ferent from the
MeelSURSERNL Sl would not
descrig g diflorences,
i B poing o be legal
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Antoine and Charmada Meeks sa
roomas. But 3 couple who heard

action they don’t want to 1y it
ur the papers,” Hicks Marfou
sudd of the Buslinell Best West-
ETIY§ OwWier

Reoding from u prepared
stateynent, she said: “The ho-
tel’s management and staff
does not discriminate based
an @ person’s mce or color, .
The hotel managemont hires
und rents rooms to people of
all races and sthnle back-
grounds.”

Allisgn Bethe), the head of
the Florida attorney general's
civil rights divislon, said they
have not previously had com-
plaints abour the Bushinell Boss
Western.

Bethel said it is against state
kaw for hotels to refuse mons
to people based on race. She
sald similar complaints have
been hard 1o verity bécause
they usually are “he said, she
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'L?nkug. 16 & Basthnell hotel clark told them there were no

¢ story later were told there were plenty, they said.

said” sitwations Put because
the Meekses salloited help
from strangers, this case might
be different, Bethel said.

Darryl Rousan, president of
the St. Petershurg branch of
the National Assoclation fot
the Advancement of Colored
People, said that in the four
yeurs he has been involved
with the NAACP hete, there
haven't been any complajnts
about hotels in the Tampu Bay
ared turning away people
based on rece

"But incidents such a& this
remind us that we have a lang
wvary 10 gu, " Rowson sakl

The Meekses moved 10
Brandon and have had no
problems since Aug. 16, the
couple sald. Antoine Maéeks
works in the maort Industry
and Charmada Meeks &
looking for a job in the comy

puterfield,

They said the teason they
didn’t complatn immediately
after the cident was because
they were in the middle of
moving and didn’t know
whom to tum to In Tampa.
They said they luwve not expert-
enced such discrimination.

Fhey have two daughters,
ages 7 and 12, but have not told
them about what happened
bocause they don't want the
gty o be afrald about their
neighbors in Florida, the coo-
ple said.

The Meekses haven't filed a
lowsuit, though they haven't
ruled that out.

"We want 10 make st It

d0esn’t happen 1o anyone '

Agaln," Antoine Moeks said,

Repewvey foxhisae B. Good can be
reichied af (813) 259-7638.
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