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However, it is important for us both to ask and answer some important questions
if we can. Do those who die in infancy go to heaven? How do we know? What
evidence is there to support such a conclusion? Sentimentalism and emotional
hopes and wants are not sufficient for those who live under the authority of the
Word of God. We must, if possible, find out what God has said.

It is interesting to discover that the Church has not been of one mind on this issue.
In fact, the early and medieval Church was anything but united. Some Church
Fathers remained silent on the issue. Ambrose said unbaptized infants were not

2 0of 10 2/22/2022 7:33 PM



Between The Times — Why We Believe Children Who Die Go to Heaven https://web.archive.org/web/20220127234709/https://betweenthetimes.seb...
admitted to heaven, but have |mmun|ty from;ttoé?w o{lpell Augustine basically

affirmed the damg tlon of all unbaptized Tants, "ttau,ghttheywould receive
- Q o o % g ey %
the mildest pupi . Grego * S redithatinfants who die
w-,imm aregiventhe opportunity.to t st Christ. Calvin affirmed

N ar ‘f@en tothe possibility
hHesaid, I :'."n-‘-',.. only those who,
oved by holy desire and faith, freefysappreach unto 1im, . ’.seWhoare hot
vet of age to know how much they need His ol ing :
Charles Hodge all taught that God saves aI
has basically become the dominant view off

Ilca theolo hid ;

qs id, 2day t
nd gdne tgi€aven be
are |ost. re not

n hdavertand in Go

cal .. a Nl

herle are d reas

a Aloc e WhOGe

= 1,,_‘.,-\.‘..' L

- : : _ speak to thls issue dl r.ectly, yeit-thereJS ev1¢ence that can be gleaned that would

:;’ f':-~ Jejd;ys *to%\fﬂ‘ifm‘on btbllcal grouﬁas tha‘tGod recelves into heayen altwho heve e
B *;, d eddﬁ fnf'ﬁcy Som‘éewdenceis stronger‘than others, but Cl]]’nulatwetx they :;‘ : M‘:
“‘n- ey > o~ R ]

W s
Mngsu@mt fmlr m?ant salvatlan Wewlﬂ-m m i
N‘r\\‘ -

E " ——— g —— A
“F — "" == gt TS LS _ "‘&.,m. T RE "‘ PN
\ ‘ N L}
R AN

fst thégrate goﬁdnessand-mercy oLG.oeI would szu;pp.t;tthe p05|tmtha,.§-‘l?d‘ | ,,.\_; E
- saves amnf§ﬁ¥s who die. This |sﬂ1e strongest argument and ﬁe'ﬂ"naps'fhe decisive e

one. God is love (1 John 4:8) and desires that all be saved (1 Timothy 2:4). God is

love and His concern for children is evident in Matthew 18:14 where Jesus says,

“Your Father in heavenis not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.”

People go to hell because they choose in willful rebellion and unbelief to reject

God and His grace. Children are incapable of this kind of conscious rejection of

God. Where such rebellion and willful disobedience is absent, God is gracious to

receive.

Second, when the baby boy who was born to David and Bathsheba died (2 Samuel
12:15-18), David did two significant things: 1) He confessed his confidence that

he would see the child again and, 2) he comforted his wife Bathsheba (vs. 23-24).
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After surveying these arguments, it is important for us to remember that anyone
whois saved is saved because of the grace of God, the saving work of Jesus Christ
and the undeserved and unmerited regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. Like all
who have ever lived, except for Jesus, infants need to be saved. Only Jesus can
take away their sin, and if they are saved it is because of His sovereign grace and
abounding mercy. Abraham said, “Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
(Genesis 18:25). We can confidently say, “Yes, He will.” When it comes to those
incapable of volitional, willful acts of sin, we can rest assured God will, indeed, do
right. Precious little ones are the objects of His saving mercy and grace.
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[Note: This article and hundreds of other resources are available at

http://www.danielakin.com (https://web.archive.org/web/20220127234709/http:
//wwww.danielakin.com/).]

Daniel Akin (https://web.archive.org/web/20220127234709/https:

//betweenthetimes.sebts.edu/index.php/author/dannyakin/)
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Follow At the Center for Great Commission Studies, Jim Dell shared about ministering to military families during the holidays. When you
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Between the Times

Between the Times is a blog by the faculty of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary
(https://web.archive.org/web/20220127234709/http://www.sebts.edu/academics/faculty
/default.aspx). Regardless of academic discipline, we consider it to be of paramount importance that
every classroom truly be a Great Commission classroom.
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